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1799 July 13, WOO 

This may be the cause of the larger number of cases of pneumonic form in Newchang. 

It is described that animals were victims to the plague during epidemics in the mid- 
dle ages, especially mouse pestilence. 

According to Professor Pfeiffer it has been experimented about the susceptibility for 
plague already. 

Birds and swine are quite immune to plague. Horses, cows, goats, sheep, dogs, and 
cats have more or less susceptibility, but they manifest only a slight lesion which is not 
fatal, while monkeys (ape) and other allied species higher susceptibility, and mice and 
rats are highest above all. 

For the preventing purpose of propagation of plague through mice or rats, Japanese 
Government offered to buy the dead or living mice, where the people use the medicine — 
a mixture of arsenic — or traps and cats. 

After the plague invaded Japan, the Japanese sanitary association has offered a prize 
for the best method of hunting rats. 

About a month ago there were a few cases of plague in Honolulu, Hawaii, and the 
Chinatown was burned up and deserted for two years by American authority. 

When a mouse suffers from plague it loses its timid character, and appears to the room 
often, and dies in a corner or in shade of box, etc. 

Mouse has a habit of eating the corpse of its friends, and in town it dies of the same 
disease, so it aids for the latent propagation of plague. 

It is needless to say that sanitary measures are only compatible with legislation and 
police institution. Without the latter it is very difficult, or rather impossible, to pro- 
tect the nation's health. That half of our efforts here may be fruitless for the preven- 
tion of plague is the inevitable result from the circumstances surrounding us, but there 
is no doubt that the sanitary board has cultivated a great deal of the sanitary thoughts 
of this ignorant, miserable people, and it will certainly be fruitful for the future devel- 
opment of the sanitation of the city, or rather of this country. 

Well, supposing that there is no satisfactory measure to save this town from plague 
at present, it is most important to find out any other means to protect the health of the 
foreigners staying here. 

In my opinion it is safer to isolate ourselves from- Chinese than to isolate them, put- 
ting every house under strict inspection, especially for their employees and m'ce or 
cattle, starting a complete public market for provisions for the foreigners' requirements 
apart Irom the town and suspicious grounds. 

Carrying out the above plan as a temporary measure we shall find out any other 
means to let the Chinese authority arrange the town in order to stamp out the pesti- 
lence as in civilized countries, giving the half of the foreigners in any way for the per- 
manent success. 

In performing these experiments I am indebted very much to Dr. Daly, Dr. Murata, 
and assistants in the general hospital, and I express my deep thanks to these gentlemen 
heartily. 

NETHERLANDS. 

Report from Rotterdam. 

Eotteedam, NETHERLANDS, June 26, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the transactions 
of the Service at this port for the week ended June 23, 1900 : Four ves- 
sels were inspected and received bills of health. The steamship Pots- 
dam, of the Holland- American Line, sailed for New York on the 21st 
instant, carrying 127 cabin and 785 steerage passengers. Three hun- 
dred and forty-two pieces of baggage were inspected and passed and 
52 pieces were disinfected. The health of this port continues good. 
Eespectfully, A. E. Thomas, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 



